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Prose Pieces 

 

Prose: 1 

 

Lesson: A Lesson My father Taught Me 

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

 

 

A.P. J. ABDUL KALAM  

Abul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, known as A.P.J. Abdul Kalam is a renowned Indian 

scientist of international fame. He served as the eleventh President of India from 2002 to 2007 

and was affectionately referred as the ‗people‘s President‘. He was born on 15
th

 October, 1931 in 

Rameswaram. As an Aerospace engineer he worked with Defense Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).  He became famous as 

the Missile Man of India for his work on the development of ballistic missile and launch vehicle 

technology.  His key role in India‘s Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 1998 needs a special mention. 

Government of India awarded him with the prestigious awards such as Padma Bhushan (1981), 

Padma Vibhushan (1990) and India‘s highest civilian award Bharat Ratna (1997). He has written 

several books.  India 2020: A Vision for the New Millennium (1998),Wings of Fire: An 

Autobiography (1999), Mission India (2005), My Journey: Transforming Dreams into Actions 

(2013) are some of his famous books. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rameswaram
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_Research_and_Development_Organisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_Research_and_Development_Organisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Space_Research_Organisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballistic_missile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Launch_vehicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pokhran-II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wings_of_Fire
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List of Difficult Words: 

Integrity: the quality of being morally good, wholeness or unity.  

Full-fledged:  complete, having wing feathers large enough for flight.  

Happiness quotient: feeling or showing pleasure, a result obtained by dividing one quantity by 

another.  

Civic: of a city or lawn.  

Embraced:  hold closely in your arms, include or contain, willingly accept or support a change 

etc.   

Consoled: comfort in a time of grief etc.  

Brief Outline: 

―A Lesson My Father Taught Me‖ is a thought provoking essay written by A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. In this short 

essay Kalam narrates an incident from his childhood in Rameswaram, when he was 10 years old. The 

incident took place on the day when his father was elected President of Rameswaram Panchayat 

board. At that time Kalam was a school boy. It was evening time and Kalam was studying under 

ration kerosene lamps, as there was no electricity.  Kalam was reading the lessons loudly.  

Suddenly he heard a knock at the door. A stranger came and asked him about his father. Kalam 

told him that his father had gone for evening Namaz (prayer). The stranger told that he had 

brought something for his father. Kalam called his mother to ask her whether to accept it or not. 

But as she was also on the Namaz, there was no response. Hence Kalam told the person to leave 

the thing on the cot and continued his studies. After coming home his father saw a tambalam 

kept on the cot and asked Kalam about it. Kalam told him about the stranger who dropped it. 

When he opened the cover of the tambalam, he found a costly dhoti, angawastram, few silver 

cups, some fruits, some sweets and the slip that the person had left behind. He became very 

angry and Kalam got a thorough beating from him for the first time. He started weeping. His 

mother tried to console him. Then his father told him not to receive any gift without his 

permission. He quoted an Islamic Hadith, which states that, ―When the almighty appoints a 

person to a position, He takes care of his provision. If a person takes anything beyond that, it is 
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an illegal gain.‖ Then he told him that it is not a good habit. According to Kalam gift is always 

accompanied by some purpose and it is a dangerous thing. Thus the incident taught Kalam a very 

important lesson.  

List of Questions 

Answer in 100 words 

a) What principal helped Kalam to succeed and at the same time feel a sense of rightful 

achievement? 

b) On what basis was Kalam‘s father elected president of the panchayat board? 

c)  Why does the author specifically mention the day of the incident? 

d)  Discuss the implication of the words of the Hadith as quoted by Kalam‘s father? 

Answer in 150 words 

a) ―The incident narrated by Abdul Kalam reveals the love and respect that the narrator has 

for his parents‖. Explain with examples from the text. 

b)  ―The sight, overall, upset my father‖. Which sight does the author refer to? Why did it 

upset his father? What was his reaction? What does this convey to us? 

c)  The author describes an occasion when he ―got a thorough beating‖ from his father. Did 

he recent it? How do you know? What is the author‘s interpretation of the incident? 
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2: Toasted English 

-R. K.  Narayan 

 

 

R.K. Narayan: 

Rasipuram Krishnaswami Narayanswami, who preferred the shortened name R.K. Narayan, was 

born in Madras on October 10, 1906. Felicitated with Sahitya Akademi Award and Padma 

Bhushan, R.K. Narayan remains one of the most renowned and widely read Indian novelists. He 

can be credited for introducing Indian literature in English to the rest of the world, and has been 

regarded as one of India‘s greatest English language novelists. His stories were simple, fictional 

and celebrated the humor and energy of ordinary life. He began his writing career with Swami 

and Friends in 1935. Most of his work including Swami and friends is located in the fictional 

town of Malgudi which portrays everything Indian while having a unique identity of its own. 

R.K. Narayan‘s writing style was marked by simplicity and subtle humour. He passed away on 

May 13, 2001. He told stories of ordinary people trying to live their simple lives in a changing 

world. 

List of Difficult Words: 

Toasted:     made brown and crunchy by heating. The author uses the word humorously to refer 

to changes made in the English language.  

Muffins:          tea-cakes of  a certain kind 

formalism:      rules of proper behaviour     

counterpart:   parallel, equivalent 

Berkeley:         a city in United States of America   

speculation:    supposition, assumption, conjecture 
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never mince:   to say something plainly and directly,  without  worrying about good manners 

chuck out:      throw something or someone out 

scores of          a ‗score‘ is twenty, just as a dozen is twelve          

so and so:        such a person or thing            

vocal chords:  two pieces of muscle in the throat which    enable us to make sounds  

suffix:            something that is added on to the end of a word 

ado:               fuss, unnecessary excitement or trouble 

sibilant:        a hissing sound, e.g. the sound ‗s‘ 

prolonged:    delayed, lengthened 

where English has a bazaar status: where  English is the language of common people 

mongrelisation:    breeding a new type of animal. Here the author means referring to a new 

language produced by mixing   different languages            

Brief Outline: 

     In the essay ‗Toasted English‘, R.K. Narayan brings out the difference between American 

and British English in an amusing way with brilliant examples. 

     The author interestingly points out that like Indians, Americans also drove the British out of 

their country but allowed English to stay back. The Americans made the usage of English easier 

by giving up Passive Voice. For example, instead of, ‗Trespassing Prohibited‘ they say, ‗Newly 

planted, don‘t walk‘ on the notice-board. This process of modifying the English language is 

called ‗toasting‘ by R.K. Narayan. Americans have created certain basic key words which may 

be used anywhere, anyhow- words which have universal multipurpose use. ‗O.K‘, ‗Yeah‘, are 

more commonly used expressions. 

       Further R.K. Narayan discusses ‗the bazaar status‘ of English. English is used in a refined 

way in London. The conductor will never say, ―Ticket, Ticket‖ on a London bus but simply go 

near the passenger and say ‗Thank you‘ on receiving the fare and issuing the ticket also. 

       Finally he concludes by adopting English to suit our purposes- developing a ‗Bharat brand 

of English‘. He clearly mentions that he is not advocating ‗mongrelisation‘ i.e. hybridization of 



 

11 
 

English. The author asserts that Indian English should have its own identity- its ‗Swadeshi 

Stamp‘. The author wishes that Indians should develop their own English which would be more 

unique and distinct than the present English. 

 

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. How have the Americans simplified English compared to their Western counterparts? 

2. Explain the term ‗mongrelisation‘ of the language used by the author. 

3. What meaning does ‗Bharat brand of English‘ convey to you? 

4. What is the author‘s purpose to introduce his topic with a typical America usage? 

 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. What meaning does the title ‗Toasted English‘ convey to you? Justify how it is a suitable 

title. 

2. Explain the various ways in which the author shows the transformation of English 

language usage in America. 

3. Elaborate the significance of the personal anecdotes in the essay, ‗Toasted English‘. 

4. Discuss the refinements of usage where English has a bazaar status. 
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Short Stories 

 

1: The Romance of a Busy Broker 

-O. Henry 

 

O. Henry  

O. Henry (1862 – 1910) the American short story writer was born under the name William 

Sydney Porter in Greensboro, North Carolina in 1862. His short stories are well known 

throughout the world; noted for their witticism, clever wordplay, and unexpected ―twist in the 

tale‖ endings. Like many other writers, O. Henry‘s early career aspirations were unfixed and he 

wandered across different activities and professions before he finally found his calling as a short 

story writer. Henry‘s trademark is his witty, plot-twisting endings, and his warm characterization 

of the awkward and difficult situations and the creative ways people find to resolve them. 
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List of Difficult Words: 

impatiently: restlessly with excitement 

tenderly:  kindly, softly 

Brief Outline: 

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. ―The old man seems to get more absentminded and forgetful with everyday that passed‖. 

Is Mr. Pitcher‘s observation correct? Give examples to support your answer. 

2. ―The Secretary acted very strangely‖. Elaborate on the strange behviour of the Secretary. 

3. What meaning does the word ‘romance’ convey? Is it rightly used in the present context?  

Elaborate your views. 

4. Describe the setting and locale of the story in your own words. 

broker: also called stockbroker, a person who trades in shares at the stock market  

teleprinter: a machine that prints out messages that have been somewhere else 

absent-minded: forgetful, dreamy 

lilac:  a kind of flower either white or purple with a sweet smell that grows in bunches. 

clutched:     grab or hold something tightly  

     The story shows a busy day at an American stock broker‘s office. It provides interesting 

details about the dull, mechanized routine of the young people working laboriously for the whole 

day. The employer, Maxwell is almost a workaholic, completely absorbed in his work and 

absentminded about other things. 

     Pitcher, the personal clerk notices something unusual and interesting in the office when his 

employer walks in with his personal secretary but does not understand the strange happenings. 

      A sweet, delightful smell of lilac makes Maxwell aware of his love for Miss Leslie and he 

rushes to declare it. As is typical of a O‘Henry story, it is the twist at the end that creates humour 

and gives us a pleasant surprise. The compact story effectively brings out the pressure of the 

work which makes the youngsters completely forgetful of the pleasant moments in life. They 

seem to have lost touch with the tender feelings and emotions in the midst of hard labour.         
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5. Comment on the significance of the title. Is it possible to replace the title? Justify your 

answer. 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

 

1. The author describes Mr. Maxwell as ‘a machine’ more than once. Do you find the 

comparison derogatory or complimentary? Bring out the ambivalence in the 

description of Mr. Maxwell. 

2. How is the absentmindedness of Mr. Maxwell brought to our notice? Can he be 

described as a ‗workaholic‘? Express your views. 

3. What is the climax of the story? Does the story have elements of suspense and 

humour? Illustrate your answer with examples. 
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2: A Day’s Wait 

-ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

 

ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

Ernest Miller Hemingway (July 21, 1899 – July 2, 1961), born in Oak Park, Illinois, was an 

American author and journalist.  His career started as a writer in a news paper office in Kanas 

City at the age of seventeen. After the United States entered the First World War, he joined a 

volunteer ambulance unit in the Italian army. While serving at the front, he was wounded and he 

had to spend considerable time in hospital. He was decorated for his bravery by the Italian 

Government. After his return to the United States, he became a reporter for Canadian and 

American newspapers and was soon sent back to Europe to cover such events as the Greek 

Revolution.  

     Hemingway produced most of his work between the mid-1920s and the mid-1950s, and won 

the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954. He published seven novels, six short story collections, and 

two non-fiction works. Additional works, including three novels, four short story collections, and 

three non-fiction works, were published posthumously. Many of his works are considered 

classics of American Literature can be listed as follows – Indian Camp [1926], The Sun Also 

Rises [1926], A Farewell to Arms [1929], The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomb [1935], For 

Whom The Bell Tolls [1940], The Old Man and The Sea [1951]. His prose, his sparse dialogue 

and predilection for understatement are particularly effective in his short stories.  
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List of Difficult Words: 

shivering: trembling 

miserable: depressed 

purgative:  a medicine 

influenza: flu 

bare: exposed 

brush: a kind of tree 

sleet: frozen rain 

Irish setter:  A dog of a medium-sized breed developed in Ireland for bird hunting 

A covey of a quail: a group of quail bird 

quail:  a kind of bird 

flushed: a rosy red 

commence: start 

slack: loose        

Brief Outline:   

―A Day‘s Wait‖ (1936) is a short story by Ernest Hemingway, about a tragic conclusion of 

miscommunication flanked by a boy and his father. Schatz is a nine-year-old boy who 

becomes ill one night. After the doctor is called, it is diagnosed that Schatz has tapered the flu 

and has a high fever. It is thought as only a mild case and the doctor give tablets for the Schatz, 

who misunderstood the physician. Doctor tells his father that the boy‘s temperature is 102 
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degrees, this information that causes the supposed disagreement and misunderstanding between 

the boy and his father. The boy‘s father reads the story of pirates but since the boy doesn‘t pay 

any attention to it and seems a bit worried, the father leaves him alone and goes out hunting. The 

whole day long the little boy keeps impassive, brave hold on himself. After a while the son tells 

the father that he heard from a boy in France at his school that people will die when they get a 

fever over 44 and he himself has one hundred and two. The father explains to him that there is a 

difference between the thermometers in America and Europe, which is the same with kilometres 

and miles, and tells his son that he is not going to die. The boy relaxes and the next day he begins 

to complain about little things that are of no importance. 

List of Questions: 

c) Answer the following questions in about 100 words in each: 

1.  Comment on the setting of story ‗A Day‘s Wait‘. 

2.  Is Schatz a disobedient boy because he refused to pay attention to his father‘s reading of 

a story book? Defend your answer. 

3.  Explain the importance of the title of the story ‗A Day‘s Wait‘. 

4.  Do you think that the doctor is insensitive and unprofessional because he talks of the 

child‘s high fever in his presence? Give reasons. 

5.  Comment on the opening of the story ‗A Day‘s Wait‘. 

6.  A tale of Father-son relation in the story of ‗A Day‘s Wait‘.  

7.  Write a brief explanation on the narration of the story ‗A Day‘s Wait‘. 

d) Answer the following questions in about 150 words in each: 

1.  Draw a character sketch of Schatz in the story ‗A Day‘s Wait‘. 

2. Explain the conflict in the short story ‗A Day‘s Wait‘ 

3. ‗He had been waiting to die all the day‘, Explain effective use of Schatz fever adding 

importance to the theme of the short story ‗A Day‘s wait‘. 

4. Schatz‘s father as a man of patience explains his role in the short story ‗A Day‘s wait‘. 

5. Comment on the ending of the short story ‗A Day‘s wait‘. 
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Poetry 

 

1: Sonnet 29 

- William Shakespeare 

 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE  

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)  

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford –on- Avon, in the county of Warwick. He was the 

third child and first son of John Shakespeare, a prosperous businessman. William got his 

education in a good grammar school. His father‘s business failed due to neglect, so William 

could not attend the University. 

     At the age of eighteen, he married Anne Hathaway, the daughter of an old family friend and 

they had three children. 

 Shakespeare, by publications of Venus and Adonis and Rape of Lucrece, had earned 

considerable fame in 1594. Lloyd, Greene and Marlowe, three most celebrated writers had 

passed away till then. The revival of the classical drama brought about a change in the attitude of 

the noblemen of the time. The theaters which were considered low-class entertainment before 

1595, began to have audience from the nobility as well and the quality of plays too improved. 

In 1597, Shakespeare purchased ―New Place‖, an outstanding residential property. He went on to 

become one of the most successful playwrights although his poems had given him an early 

recognition. 

On 23rd April, 1616 Shakespeare died and was buried in the same church where he was 

christened. His plays have won him worldwide fame and appreciation. 
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List of Difficult Words: 

disgrace: to bring shame upon; dishonor 

deaf heaven: a god who does not respond to prayers 

bootless: of no use, worthless 

featured like him: having many friends 

art: skill; talents 

scope: range; possibilities of succeeding 

enjoy: own; have possession of 

contented: satisfied, fulfilled 

despised: loathed; hated 

haply: by chance, by luck  

lark: a bird which sings very sweetly and is known to fly very high in the sky 

sullen: gloomy, unresponsive 

state: position; condition 

Brief Outline: 

Sonnet 29 shows the poet as most insecure and distressed. He feels wretched, shamed, and 

fiercely jealous of those around him. What causes the poet's anguish will remain a mystery; as 

will the answer to the question, whether the sonnets are autobiographical.  

The poet envies the successful art of others, despising his bad luck and gives an account of the 

ills and misfortunes of his life. His misery is derived from his being separated from the beloved, 

even more so because he envisions the youth in the company of others while the poet is "all 

alone."  

Stylistically, Sonnet 29 is typically Shakespearean in its form. The first eight lines, which begin 

with "When," establish a conditional argument and show the poet's frustration with his ability. 

The last six lines, expectedly beginning in line 9 with "Yet" — similar to other sonnets' "But" — 

and resolving the conditional argument, present a fabulous image of a morning lark that "sings 
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hymns at heaven's gate." This image epitomizes the poet's pleasant memory of his friendship 

with the youth and compensates for the misfortunes he has lamented. 

The uses of "state" unify the sonnet's three different sections: the first eight lines, lines 9 through 

12, and the concluding couplet, lines 13 and 14. Additionally, the different meanings of state — 

as a mood and as a lot in life — contrast the poet's sense of a failed and beaten life to his 

excitement in recalling his love. One state, as represented in lines 2 and 14, is his state of life; the 

other, in line 10, is his state of mind. Ultimately, although the poet plaintively wails his "outcast 

state" in line 2, by the end of the sonnet he has completely reversed himself: ". . .  I  scorn to 

change my state with kings." Memories of the beloved rejuvenate his spirits. 

The poet feels awful and wretched and then thinks about his love and feels better. 

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. What is the theme of the poem? 

2. How does the sonnet 29 begin? What is the mood of the poem? 

3. Bring out the significance of the second quatrain. 

4. What images does the speaker use to suggest his loneliness and depression? 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. Comment on the significance of sonnet 29 as a Shakespearean sonnet. 

2. Describe the central idea of the sonnet 29. 

c) Reference to Context  

1. When, in disgrace with Fortune and men‘s eyes, 

I all alone beweep my outcast state.  

2. Haply I think on thee, and then my state, 

Like to the lark at break of day arising. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

21 
 

2 : The World is  Too Much With  Us 

- William Wordsworth 

 

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 

 William Wordsworth (1770-1850), born in the Lake District, was the son of an Attorney. He 

was educated initially at Penrith and then at Hawkshead Grammar school. He joined St. John‘s 

College, Cambridge in 1787. ‗The Prelude‘ is one of the autobiographical poems of Wordsworth 

which describes different periods in his life.  In 1790 he went with friends on a walking tour to 

France, the Alps and Italy, before arriving in France where Wordsworth was to spend the next 

year. In 1795, after receiving a legacy, Wordsworth lived with his sister Dorothy first in Dorset 

and then at Alfoxden, Dorset, close to Coleridge. In these years he wrote many of his greatest 

poems and also travelled with Coleridge and Dorothy, in the winter of 1798-79, to Germany. 

Two years later the second and enlarged edition of the Lyrical Ballads appeared in 1801, just one 

year before Wordsworth married Mary Hutchinson. This was followed, in 1807, by the 

publication of Poems in Two Volumes, which included the poems 'Resolution and Independence' 

and 'Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood'. 

     Nature provides the ultimate good influence on the human mind throughout Wordsworth‘s 

poetry.  All manifestations of the natural world—from the highest mountain to the simplest 

flower, brooks, and woods —create noble, elevated thoughts and passionate emotions in the 

people who observe these manifestations. Wordsworth repeatedly emphasizes the importance of 

nature to an individual‘s intellectual and spiritual development. Wordsworth praised the power 

of the human mind. Using memory and imagination, individuals could overcome difficulty and 

pain. In Wordsworth‘s poetry, childhood is a magical, magnificent time of innocence. 
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List of Difficult Words: 

sordid: low, base 

boon: blessing, god send gift 

howling: roaring, thunderous 

outworn: outdated, obsolete 

pagan: pantheist, non-believers 

suckled: fed, nursed 

creed: system of belief, doctrine 

forlorn: unhappy, miserable 

Proteus: Sea God 

Brief Outline: 

     The speaker complains that "the world" is too overwhelming for us to appreciate it. We're so 

pre-occupied by time and money that this pre-occupation consumes all our energy. People want 

to accumulate wealth, so they see nothing in Nature that they can "own." According to the 

speaker, we've sold our souls to achieve merely material comforts that are worthless. 

       We should be able to appreciate beautiful events like the moon shining over the ocean and 

the blowing of strong winds, but it's as if we're completely alienated from Nature.  

 

       The speaker would rather be a pagan who worships an outdated religion so that when he 

gazes out on the ocean (as he's doing now), he might feel less sad. If he were a pagan, he'd see 

wild mythological gods like Proteus, who can take many shapes, and Triton, who looks like a  

mer-man. 

      In a speculative mood the poem comments on the loss of appreciation for true natural beauty 

and bounty. Man is chasing false goals. It is a critique of the contemporary civilization that lives 

mechanized lives and sacrifices true freedom and happiness for the sake of riches.  

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. How does the poet express his dislike for the modern civilization? 

2. What does the poet wish to become? Why? 

3. What are the sights of nature that we ignore?  
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4. How does poet express his views on nature ‗as a manifestation of the divine‘? 

 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. Explain the symbols used by the poet in ―The World is too much with us‖. 

2. What purpose does the allusion to Greek mythological figures indicate in the poem? 

Elaborate your views. 

3. What message does the poem convey? 

c) Reference to Context  

1. The world is too much with us; late and soon,  

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers. 

2. Little we see in Nature that is ours; 

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon! 

3. It moves us not- Great God! I‘d rather be 

A pagan suckled in a creed outworn. 
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3 : The Listeners 

-Walter De La Mare 

 

 

       

WALTER JOHN DE LA MARE 

Walter John de la Mare, (25 April 1873 – 22 June 1956) was an English poet, short story writer 

and novelist. He is specially remembered for his works for children and for his poem "The 

Listeners". He also have written wrote some elusive psychological horror stories, amongst them 

"Seaton's Aunt" and "Out of the Deep". His 1921 novel Memoirs of a Midget won the James Tait 

Black Memorial Prize for fiction and his post-war Collected Stories for Children won the 1947 

Carnegie Medal for British children's books.  

Sir Walter de la Mare was born in Charlton, Kent, in the south of England, of prosperous parents. 

His father, James Edward De la Mare, was an administrator of the Bank of England. His mother, 

Lucy Sophia (Browning) De la Mare, was interconnected to the poet Robert Browning. He was 

learned in London at St. Paul's Cathedral Choir School, which he left at age 16. From 1890 to 

1908 he worked in London in the secretarial department of the Anglo-American Oil Company. 

His career as a writer started from about 1895 and he continued to publish to the end of his life. 

His first published story, 'Kismet' (1895), appeared in the Sketch under the pseudonym Walter 

Ramal.  

In 1908 Walter de la Mare was awarded annually government retirement fund of £100, and he 

dedicated himself completely to writing. He retired to Taplow in Buckinghamshire, where he 

lived with his wife, Constance Elfrida Ingpen, and four children. The Listeners; the title poem is 

one of his most anthologized poem; supernatural presence haunts the lonely Traveller. 
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List of Difficult Words: 

champed: eaten 

ferny: seedless vascular plants 

turret: a small the crown of a building 

smote: beat 

descended: to come down 

leaf-fringed: covering with leaves 

grey: dull 

perplexed: bewildered 

phantom: vaporous 

lone: remote 

thronging: getting together 

hearkening: listen silent 

‗Neath: underneath 

stir: spin 

spake: beam 

stirrup: a stand, where the rider keep his legs 

surged: gone back 
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Brief Outline: 

      ―The Listeners‖ is a solo-stanza poem which consists of thirty-six lines, and the rhyme 

scheme of the poem is abcb. The title deals with the theme of the poem: It is not on the poem‘s 

human traveller, but on the spirit listeners who wait for him. The poem is written in the third 

person, to allocate the reader to observe, objectively, the traveller first and then the listeners, and 

to remain behind with the listeners when the traveller hastily departs at the poem‘s close. 

     The poem begins in medias res, with the traveller knocking on a moonlit door in a mysterious 

place. It is this sense of the unknown, with all its ambiguities, that controls the tone and mood of 

the poem. The place in the forest where the traveller finds himself is isolated and overgrown with 

brambles; the sense of isolation and strangeness causes the lonely human visitor first to knock on 

the door of the turreted house, then to smite it, and finally to slash it even louder, as his cries 

receive no reaction. 

     One soon discovers, however, that it is only he who is perplexed and lonely in this night-time 

scene; nature ignores the phantoms, as is seen by his horse contentedly champing the grasses and 

by the bird in the house‘s turret being disturbed, not by anything creepy or scary in the natural 

scene, but by his voice and piercing knocking. The above scene reinforces one of Walter de la 

Mare‘s regular themes: Human beings are estranged from both the natural and the societal 

worlds, and are mystified.  

List of Questions: 

a) Answer the following questions in about 100 words in each: 

1. Explain the importance of the title ‗The Listeners‘. 

2. What feelings are evoked by reading the following lines: 

a. ‗No head from the leaf-fringed sill‘?  

3.  Discuss the theme of the poem. 

4.  ‗Is there anybody there?‘ What impressions does the line give? Explain in detail. 

5. The traveller had apparently promised to return. What are your views about the 

possibilities that will happen in future? Write a note on it. 

6. How does the poet bring out the haunted theme in the poem using key words? 



 

27 
 

7. Write a note on the imagery in the poem - ‗The Listeners‘.  

b) Answer the following questions in about 150 words in each: 

1.  What is the role of the word ‗Phantom‘ in the poem? Discuss in detail. 

2. Write about the qualities of the ‗Listeners‘ as mentioned in the poem. 

3. Comment on the opening of the poem. 

4. What your opinion about the mystery in the poem is as mentioned with the help of key 

words like: smote, phantom etc.  

5. Write a note on the setting of the poem. 

6. Write a note on character sketch of Traveller. 

7. What is your opinion about ‗The Listeners‘? With reference to the mysterious 

background created by the poet. 

c. Reference to Context  

1. ―Is there anybody there ?‖ said the Traveller, 

Knocking on the moonlit door; 

And his horse in the silence champed the grass 

Of the forest‘s ferny floor‖. 

2. And he felt in his heart their strangeness,  

Their stillness answering his cry,  

While his horse moved, cropping the dark turf, 

Neath the starred and leafy sky. 

3. For he suddenly smote on the door, even  

Louder, and lifted his head 

―Tell them I came, and no one answered,  

That I kept my word,‖ he said.  
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                 4: No Men are Foreign 

                       James Kirkup 

                        

JAMES KIRKUP  

James Falconer Kirkup (1918-2009) was a poet, novelist, playwright and travel writer. He 

wrote short verses, haikus, tankas and became a noteworthy writer in English.  He is credited 

with 30 books comprising of autobiographies, novels and plays. In 1962 he became a Fellow of 

the Royal Society of Literature. The Drowned Sailor (1947) was his first book of poetry. Many 

of his poems recalled his childhood days in the North East. Kirkup received the Atlantic award 

for Literature from the Rockefeller Foundation, was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Literature. He won the Japan P.E.N. Club Prize for Poetry in 1965. He was awarded the Scott 

Moncrieff Prize for Translation in 1992.  He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Literature in 1962.  He was the recipient of the Scott Moncrieff Prize for Translation (1992). 

List of Difficult Words: 

Strange:  unusual or odd, not seen or met before.  

Uniforms: not varying; the same in all cases and at all times.  

Starve:  suffer or die from hunger, cause to starve, informal feel very hungry.  

Dispossess: take land or property from.  

Betray:  treacherously towards you country by helping an enemy, be disloyal to, reveal 

unintentionally.  

Condemn: express strong disapproval of , sentence to a punishment, force to endure.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_of_Literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Japan_P.E.N._Club_Prize_for_Poetry&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_Moncrieff_Prize
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Defile: make dirty, desecrate.  

Brief Outline: 

     The poem ‗No Men are Foreign‘ is composed by James Kirkup. It is a meaningful poem which gives the 

message of universal brotherhood. The poet emphasizes the importance of equality. He states that there should not 

be any division on the basis of nationality, caste, creed, race or colour of the skin amongst the people in the world. 

Hence no men are distant or foreign.   

     All men are equal and humanity is same everywhere. When we harm the people of other nations, we harm 

ourselves.  The demolition of another nation leads to the devastation of our Mother Earth. We should love and 

respect all people irrespective of their different national identities. The fate of all people is the same. Though we 

speak different languages and wear different clothes, the colour of the blood is same in all human beings.  We 

should love and respect all. No men are foreign or strangers. They are ―human beings‖ first and then the citizens of 

different countries.  The whole world is a single family and all men and women are brothers and sisters. 

      Therefore we should not hate each other. When we fight against another country, we are fighting against 

humanity. We should not have any abhorrence for the people of other countries or nationality.  

List of Questions 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. Who are the ‗brothers‘ the poet talks about? 

2. How can strength be won? 

3. What is our ‗hell of fire and dust‘? 

4. Why does the poet say that the air everywhere is our own? 

5. Can we use the term didactic in intention to describe this poem? Justify your answer.  

6. Discuss the similarities that he refers to while elaborating on the universality of 

humankind. 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. What according to the poet should we remember when we are told to ‗hate our brothers‘? 

How does the poet introduce is my. 

2. Comment on the title of the poem. 
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3. Reference to Context  

1. Remember, no men are strange, no countries are foreign 

Beneath all uniforms, a single body breathes.  
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Language Studies – I 

 

1. Characteristics of Human Language (Refer to the textbook) 

 

Answer the questions in 100 words. 

1. Discuss language as ‘species specific and species uniform’. 

2. Explain how language is culturally transmitted. 

3. Explain ‘arbitrariness’ as feature of language. 

4. Write a short not on the duality of structure in language. 

5. How is speech primary and writing secondary? 

6. How is language creative and productive? Explain with example. 

7. Language is a symbolic system. Explain with suitable example. 
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2. Functions of Language (Refer to the textbook) 

 

Answer the questions in 100 words. 

1. Explain the informative function of language. 

2. How is language used of expressing emotions and attitude? 

3. Write a note on the directive function of language. 

4. What do you know about poetic/aesthetic function of language? 

5. Explain the term ‘phatic function’ of language with suitable examples. 

6. What is ‘metalingual function’ of language? Explain with examples. 

7. How does Halliday explain the different function of language. 
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Short Stories 

1 : Upper Division Love 

-Manohar Malgonkar 

 

 

 MANOHAR MALGONKAR 

Manohar Malgonkar (1913-1920), was born on July 12, 1913 in a royal family that had its 

roots in Goa, he graduated from Bombay University in English and Sanskrit. He became a 

professional big-game hunter (shot eight tigers), and would arrange shoots for the royalty. He 

later gave up hunting for a better cause and became a fierce wildlife conservationist.  

He served in the Maratha Light Infantry, in counter-intelligence, and on the Army's General Staff 

during the Second World War, rising to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He later took to business 

and farming. He owned and operated manganese mines near Jagalbet.  

He was active in the Swatantra Party. He stood for Parliament twice in the 1970s, but was not 

successful. These were turbulent years in Indian history that provided the setting for some of his 

works. He was 47 when he wrote his first book, Distant Drum (1960). Apart from history, the 

army and communal politics during Partition, Malgonkar wrote  about human relationships.  

He wrote five English novels: Distant Drum (1960), Combat of Shadows (1962), The Princes 

(1963), A Bend in the Ganges (1964), and The Devil's Wind (1972). His works of history are 

Kanhoji Angrey (1959), Puars of Dewas Senior (1962), and Chhatrapatis of Kolhapur (1971). 

He also wrote scripts for movies, short stories and many newspaper articles.  

List of Difficult Words: 

Poster: placard for advertisement 

flimsy: delicate and plain 

Churidar pyjamas:  a tight trouser with creases near the ankle 

plumes:  large feathers 
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encrusted: covered or coated  

whisk: to take away quickly 

barred: obstructed, banned 

nimbly:  deftly, lightly 

craning: stretching the neck like crane 

vantage: a position that provides an advantage, beneficial position 

pinball: a table game 

mermaids: mythical sea creatures believed to be half woman and half fish. 

crick: stiffness, discomfort 

darban: gatekeeper, doorkeeper 

unceremoniously: without any respect, rudely 

burly: big and strong 

paunch: a fat belly 

glower: to look angrily 

scowl: an angry look, frown 

ruffianly: violently and cruelly, viciously 

leer: to look with ill-will 

tug: pull, tow 

whirring: buzzing 

heaved: lifted 

scorching: burning or blazing 

guffaw: to laugh, chuckle 

red welt: red mark 

idyllic: pleasant and beautiful 

din: noise, clamor 
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yelled: shouted, screamed 

brusquely: harshly, roughly 

fugitive: one who is running away from law 

coyly: shyly, modestly 

strolled: wandered, roamed about  

nonchalance: not showing interest, indifferent 

flanked: on either or both sides of 

Brief Outline: 

     This is a story about the lower division clerk who has the photos of the film star Sunderbala, 

three in his room and one in his wallet and he has seen every movie in which she has acted.  He 

has a great admiration for the film star.  The first time he meets her in real life is in a stationery 

counter of Buchumjee‘s Store who is accompanied with two body guards.  She comes and asks 

for  gold-plated fountain-pens with encrusted tops.   

     But luck favours him, in a hurry, she leaves her glasses and the clerk takes it as an 

opportunity to speak with her. Later the film star smiled at him and says thank you. After that 

incident he realizes that he has no business to fall in love with the film star Sunderbala. 

Every day, before going to office he waits near the Super Gajraj Film Company entrance with 

lots of hope of catching a glimpse of Sunderbala.  Coincidentally he is given a small role of a 

ruffian but he messes up the scene by injuring Sunderbala. 

 In the next take Ramakanth, the hero of the movie jumps into the scene and he is to give the 

clerk who acts a bandit, a light tap on his chin. Then he is to fall down.  But Ramakanth hits him 

very hard.  Then the narrator realizes that the hero of the movie has deliberately hit 

him.  Sunderbala is laughing heartily, looking all these things. 

     What was given life by a smile was burnt out by a laugh.  Through her laugh the narrator 

understands that Sunderbala has started to hate him totally. As he learns that he is hated by the 

heroine, he decides to take revenge for his humiliation. 

 He conspires with his friend, Santokh Singh and tries to spoil the shoot by creating disturbance 

in the distance with a noisy bike. Later he creates a scene by driving away the handcuffed 

Ramakanth, locking him inside the van without giving out any hint of what he planned to do. He 

locked the door and drove off with the cameras taking shots of his handsome face through the 

grill wire. The narrator went through the scene quiet as a lamb and when at the end he just raced 

the engine of the van and turned for the road and the  crew had no idea of  what was happening. 
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 Finally he ends up taking revenge by writing up a sign in bold letter DANGEROUS LUNATIC 

KEEP AWAY behind the van.  Since Ramakanth fails to take Sunderbala to the charity show the 

place beside the Minister is occupied by the actress Shilamati who looks bewitching like a 

thousand dreams. 

The story reveals the common man‘s attraction for the film world, and film stars, the realities of 

the film world, and the disillusionment we get when we come closer to it. 

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. Describe the clerk‘s first meeting with Sunderbala. 

2. How is the first scene with Sunderbala spoiled by the clerk? 

3. What happens when Ramakanth comes on the scene? Why does the clerk feel 

humiliated? 

 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. Do you agree that the story is a hard hitting comment on the Indian film industry? 

Elaborate your views. 

2. Does the story have a multi-layered structure? What are its different interpretations? 

3. Bring out the thematic significance of the story. 

4. Comment on the roles played by the clerk in the story. 

5. What lesson does the humble clerk learn from the Indian film industry? How? 
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2: Marriage is a Private Affair 

-CHINUA ACHEBE 

 

CHINUA ACHEBE 

Chinua Achebe [1930-2013]: was born in Ogidi, Nigeria, the son of Isaiah Okafor Achebe, a 

teacher in a missionary school. His parents, they installed in him many of the values of their 

traditional Igbo culture of Nigeria, were devoted evangelical Protestants and christened him and 

named Albert after Prince Albert. In 1944 Chinua Achebe attended Government College in 

Umuahia. Similar to other most important Nigerian authors like Wole Soyinka, Elechi Amadi, 

John Okigbo, John Pepper Clark, and Cole Omotso, he was also educated at the University 

College of Ibadan, where he studied English, history and theology. He is a well-known as a 

novelist, poet, professor and critic. He attended the University of Ibadan. His first novel in 1958 

is landmark novel Things Fall Apart. It was a best seller book and went on to sell more than 12 

million copies and has been translated into many languages. Achebe also published collections of 

short stories, poetry and numerous books for young readers. Chinua Achebe received a 

Commonwealth Poetry Prize Margaret Wrong Prize, the New Statesman Jock Campbell Prize, 

and the Man Booker International award in 2007. As the director of Heinemann Educational 

Books in Nigeria, he encouraged and published the work of dozens of African writers in Nigeria. 

He founded in 1984 the bilingual magazine Uwa ndi Igbo, a valuable source for Igbo studies. An 

automobile accident on the Lagos-Ibadan expressway in 1990 left Achebe confined to a 

wheelchair, permanently. Chinua Achebe died after a brief ill health on March 21, 2013, in 

Boston, Massachusetts, where he assumed the position of David and Marianna Fisher university 

professor and professor of Africana studies.  Arrow of God (1964), A Man of the People (1966), 

and Anthills of the Savannah (1987) are some notable novels to his credits. 
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List of Difficult Words: 

grope: fumble  

remote: distant 

Ibo: a member of a Negroid people of Africa 

turn over: to change the position 

amazon: a physically powerful woman 

dunce: a stupid person 

pastor: a priest 

negotiation: intercession 

upbringing: nurture 

retreat: move away 

parching: become very dry 

revive: renew 

amazement: astonishment 

disconcertingly: embarrass or confuse 

pet subject: a loved subject 

Calabar: a city in Cross River State, south-eastern Nigeria. 

perplex: puzzle 

menacing: scary 
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wave away: to move hand in order to convey a message 

optimistic: positive attitude 

commiserate: to express sympathy 

theology: religious study 

herbalist: a descriptive botanist 

grudgingly: reluctantly 

perfunctory: mechanically 

overcast: gloomy 

hymn: chant 

patter: drumming 

tune: melody 

forsake: abandon 

remorse: regret 

Brief Outline: 

     Chinua Achebe‘s short story ―Marriage Is a Private Affair‖ of Nene and Nnaemeka, who are 

living in Lagos, in Nigerian tribe; they are in deep love and are planning to get married. They 

both wanted to share this plan to his father as early as possible, but the Nnaemeka is worried. He 

is sure of his father, a member of the Ibo tribe who lives in rural Nigeria, will not support his 

son‘s marriage to a woman of the son‘s own choice, mainly when the father discovers that Nene 

is not from an Ibo tribe. Nene is ignorant about that anyone would be concerned so much about 

tribal background; she tells Nnaemeka to write his father a letter about their plan of marriage. 

But on the other hand Nnaemeka thinks it would be better to tell his father personally, mainly 
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since he received a letter from his father regarding a bride chosen for him, but a woman in whom 

Nnaemeka had no interest at all. 

     In this short story Chinua Achebe deals with the complexities of human relationships. The 

story dramatically takes a turn after eight years span when Nene writes a letter to her father-in-

law, it changes a lot. "Marriage is a Private Affair" by Chinua Achebe brings out a fine message 

that true love is in the eye of the holder who beholds it, and religion is not having importance 

more than Love which is universally accepted. 

List of Questions: 

a)  Answer the following questions in about 100 words in each: 

1. Explain the role of irony in the title of the short story ‗Marriage is a Private Affair‘. 

2. In what way does the writer bring out the complexities in the short story named 

‗Marriage is a Private Affair‘. 

3. What was the last action of daughter-in-law which compels to change the mind of 

father-in-law in the short story ‗Marriage is a Private Affair‘? 

4. Write a note on the setting of the short story ‗Marriage is a Private affair‘. 

5. Explain the importance of the ending of the short story ‗Marriage is a Private Affair. 

6. Write a note on character sketch of Nene. 

7. What is your opinion about the social setting of the short story? 

b)  Answer the following questions in about 150 words in each:  

1. Who was your most memorable character in the short story and why? Give reasons. 

2. Write a brief note on cultural setting of the short story. 

3. Write about the qualities of Nnaemeka as a son. 

4. How would you consider the changes in the mind of Okeke in the short story ‗Marriage 

is a Private Affair‘?  

5. What are your perceptions about the time element as far as story development is 

concerned? 

6. What was Okeke‘s concept of love marriage and what are the things that change his 

mind?  
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Poetry 

 

1: The Road Not Taken 

                -Robert Frost 

                  

ROBERT FROST 

Robert Frost (1874-1963), a distinguished American poet, was born in San Francisco, 

California on 26
th

 March, 1874. Frost is the recipient of four Pulitzer Prizes (1924, 1931, 1937 

and 1943). He received the Congressional Gold Medal in 1960 for his literary works. A Bog’s 

Will (1913) is his first anthology of poetry. North of Boston (1914), Mountain Interval (1916), 

New Hampshire (1923), West-Running Brook (1929) are his famous collections. His poetry 

marked with simplicity of diction, rustic setting and reflective nature. 

List of Difficult Words: 

Diverge: move or draw apart 

Undergrowth: the brush growing beneath taller trees in a wood or forest 

Brief Outline: 

     ―The Road Not Taken‖ is a poem composed by Robert Frost. It is a simple poem having profound meaning. It 

is composed by Robert Frost. The poem was published as the first poem of Mountain Interval (1916). The poet 

tells the reader that it is difficult in life to make decisions, when two alternatives are placed before us. Though both 

the alternatives are attractive and satisfying, we have to choose one amongst them. 
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     The poem is about the difficulty of choices faced by human beings in life. Many a time there are two 

alternatives before us. There both are attractive and pleasant. It is very difficult to choose one between them. We 

have to make a decision and we are responsible for the result. Either we have to regret for our choice or to enjoy the 

achievement.  

     The poet is a traveller. In his travel he comes to a spot where there are two roads. He feels sorry for the fact that 

he cannot travel both the roads at the same time. He looks down to see where the road bends in the undergrowth. 

Both the alternatives are equally pleasant. The poet is in the moment of indecision. It is difficult for the poet to 

choose one between the two. Both the roads are equally unused. They are covered by yellow leaves. Nobody has 

stepped upon them. The poet is aware of the fact that he is responsible for the decision he will take and there is no 

turning back after taking a decision. 

      Thus the poet knows that he is responsible for the consequences of his choice. He tells the readers that decisions 

taken in life are often final for there is no turning back.   

List of Questions:  

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. Where did the two roads diverge? 

2. How did both the roads lie that morning? 

3. What plans did the traveler have about taking the first road? 

4. What is the sight that the traveler beholds? 

5. What is the traveler sorry about as he beholds this sight? 

6. Why did one path have ‗the better claim‘ over the other? 

7. Why does the traveller doubt that he would ever come back? 

8. Why does the traveller think he will be telling this with a sight much later?   

b) Answer in 150 words:  

 

1. Explain the options the traveller has. What is his dilemma? 
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2. What does the traveller see when he stand in front of the two paths for a long time? 

3. What is the reason for the traveller choosing the less- travelled path? 

4. How difficult is the choice for the traveller? Why? 

5. Why does the poet say that he kept the first for another day? Is this plan realistic? 

6. Why does he say that he will be telling this story 'ages and ages hence'? 

 

c) Reference to Context  

1. Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

And sorry I could not travel both 

And be one traveller.  

2. Two roads diverged in a wood, and I- 

I took the one less travelled by, 

And that has made all the difference.  
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2 : The Sun Rising 

-John Donne 

 

JOHN DONNE 

John Donne was born in 1572 to a London merchant and his wife. Donne‘s parents were both 

Catholic at a time when England was divided over the matters of religion. Donne‘s father died 

when he was very young, as did several of his brothers and sisters, and his mother remarried 

twice during his lifetime. Donne was educated at Hart‘s Hall, Oxford, and Lincoln‘s Inn; he 

became prodigiously learned, speaking several languages and writing poems in both English and 

Latin.  

 Donne‘s adult life was colorful, varied, and often dangerous; he sailed with the royal fleet and 

served as both a Member of Parliament and a diplomat.. In 1615, Donne was ordained a priest 

in the Anglican Church; in 1621 , he became the Dean of St. Paul‘s Cathedral, a post that he 
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retained for the rest of his life. A very successful priest, Donne preached several times before 

royalty; his sermons were famous for their power and directness. 

 Donne is primarily remembered for his extraordinary poems that; and it was his poems that led 

to the revival of his reputation at the beginning of the 20th century, following years of obscurity. 

(The renewed interest in Donne was led by a new generation of writers at the turn of the century, 

including T.S. Eliot.) Donne was the leading exponent of a style of poetry called ―metaphysical 

poetry,‖ which flourished in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. 

Metaphysical poetry features complex conceits and surprising symbols, wrapped up in original, 

challenging language structures, based on reasoning. Donne‘s verse, like that of George Herbert, 

Andrew Marvell, and many of their contemporaries, represents these traits. But Donne is also a 

highly individual poet, and his consistently ingenious treatment of his great theme—the conflict 

between spiritual piety and gross physicality, as embodied in religion and love—remains 

incomparable. 

List of Difficult Words: 

saucy: audacious, impudent 

pedantic: inclined to insist on strict adherence to formal rules or trivialities. 

Sour ‘prentices: ill tempered trainees 

Court-huntsmen: courtiers who go with Kings. 

call country ants - summon farm- laborers to the duties of  harvesting 

nor clime: not subject to changes of climate, permanent  

rags of time: regular units of time(hours, days, months) 

Thy beams…   What makes you think your beams are all powerful? 

Thou eclipse: 

Both the Indias: the East Indies (famous for spices) and the West Indies ( famous for Gold) 

All honour’s … This is only true honour and wealth; all else is a false pretence, deception 

Alchemy: a medieval pseudo-science that sought to turn base metals into gold. 
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mimic: deceptive, false 

Brief Outline: 

     This poem is among the most appealing and successful metaphysical love poems of Donne. 

―The Sun Rising‖ is built around a few hyperbolic propositions—firstly, that the sun is 

personified and has the watchful personality of an old busybody; secondly, that love, as the 

speaker puts it, ―no season knows, nor clime, / Nor hours, days, months, which are the rags of 

time‖; third, that the speaker‘s love affair is so important to the universe that kings and princes 

simply copy it, that the world is literally contained within their room.  

     Accordingly, Donne endows his speaker with language implying that what goes on in his 

head is primary over the world outside it; for instance, in the second stanza, the speaker tells the 

sun that it is not so powerful, since the speaker can cause an eclipse simply by closing his eyes. 

This kind of indifferent, joyful arrogance is perfectly tuned to the consciousness of a new lover, 

and the speaker appropriately claims to have all the world‘s riches in his bed (India, he says, is 

not where the sun left it; it is in bed with him). As the speaker says in a purely fantastic way, the 

lovers become the center of the universe and more powerful than the sun.  

     The speaker captures the essence of his feeling in the final stanza, when, after taking pity on 

the sun and deciding to ease the burdens of his old age, he declares ―Shine here to us, and thou 

art everywhere.‖ The microcosm of the lovers‘ world seems to encompass the entire macrocosm, 

the universe.  

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. What are the tasks the speaker asks the sun to do rather than disturb the lovers? 

2. What comparisons does the speaker make to describe his beloved? 

3. How does the speaker ask the sun to change its course? 

4. Comment on the use of metaphysical conceits in the poem. 

 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. Discuss the role attributed to the sun in this poem. 
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2. How does the poet distinguish between the real world outside and the make-believe 

world of the lovers? 

3. Bring out the significance of the ides and conceits used by Donne? 

4. Comment on the significance of the metaphysical conceits in expressing the theme of the 

poem. 

 

c) Reference to Context  

1. Thy beams, so reverend and strong 

Why shouldst thou think? 

I could eclipse and cloud them with a wink, 

But that I would not lose her sight so long. 

2. She‘s all States, and all Princes I; 

Nothing else is. 

Princes do but play us; compared to this,  

All honour‘s mimic; all wealth alchemy.  

3. Shine here to us, and thou art everywhere; 

This bed thy centre is, these walls thy sphere.  
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3. The Mountain and the Squirrel 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

R. W. EMERSON  

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) was a famous American poet. He was born in Boston, and 

educated at Harvard University. He went to England and was influenced by the Romantic poets 

Wordsworth, Coleridge, and the English thinker Thomas Carlyle. He was a philosopher and had 

great reverence in the United States. He was one of the noteworthy Transcendentalists of the 

United States. He was the proponent of the anti slavery campaign of America. 

List of Difficult Words: 

former: the mountain 

latter: the squirrel   

prig: prude 

bun: a title for squirrel 

sphere: the globe 

disgrace: dishonour 
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occupy: inhabit 

spray: aggressively 

pretty: attractive 

squirrel track: a narrow way for squirrel to run on 

nut: seed 

Brief Outline: 

 ―The Mountain and the Squirrel" is a poem in which a mountain and a Squirrel fight with each 

other for asserting their superiority.  Both the mountain and the squirrel boast about their 

superiority and in the end they accept each other‘s important role in God‘s creation. The poem 

tells the readers that every creature in this world has a significant place in God's creation. 

Though the squirrel is not huge like a mountain, it is energetic and can run around freely. The 

mountain has its own position in nature. It holds up forests with trees which give food for the 

tiny squirrel. 

List of Questions: 

a) Answer the following questions in 100 words each. 

1. Which are the two voices (persona) that the poet uses to build up a dialogue? 

2. In the mountain justified/ right in calling the squirrel a 'Little Prig'? Why? Why not? 

3. What are the different arguments that the squirrel uses to counter the remark of the 

mountain? 

b) Answer the following questions in about 150 words each. 

1. Comment on the theme of the poem. 

c) Reference to Context  

1. Bun replied: ―You are doubtless very big;  

But all sorts of things and weather 

Must be taken in together 

To make up a year 

And a sphere. 
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2. If I‘m not so large as you, 

You are not so small as I, 

And not half so spry. 

3. Talent differ; all is well and wisely put;  

If I cannot carry forests on my back, 

Neither can you crack a nut. 
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4 : Ballad of the Landlord 

-LANGSTON HUGHES 

 

LANGSTON HUGHES  

 James Mercer Langston Hughes:  [1902- 1967], in Joplin, Missouri. His parents separated 

when he was a very young. He was raised by his grandmother; he shifted to Lincoln, Illinois, to 

live with his mother in Cleveland, Ohio. It was the in Lincoln that Hughes began writing poetry. 

After graduating from high school, he spent a year in Mexico and he did odd jobs such as 

assistant cook, launderer, and busboy. He also worked as a sea man while travelling to Africa to 

Europe. Hughes‘s first book of poetry, The Weary Blues, (Knopf, 1926) was published by Alfred 

A. Knopf in 1926. He completed his higher education at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. In 

1930 his first novel, Not Without Laughter, (Knopf, 1930) won the Harmon gold medal. He 

wrote novels, short stories and plays, as well as poetry as in his book-length poem Montage of a 

Dream Deferred (Holt, 1951) is a notable piece of literature. His entire life and work remains 

extremely significant in determining the artistic contributions to the Harlem Renaissance of the 

1920s. Hughes refused to differentiate between his personal experience and the common 

experience of black America. He wanted to enlighten the stories of his people in ways that 

reflected their real culture include both their suffering and their passion of music, laughter, and 

for language itself.  Hughes wrote eleven plays and innumerable works of prose pieces, as well 

as the famous ―Simple‖ books series: Simple Speaks His Mind, (Simon & Schuster, 1950); 

Simple Stakes a Claim, (Rinehart, 1957); Simple Takes a Wife, (Simon & Schuster, 1953); and 

Simple’s Uncle Sam (Hill and Wang, 1965). He abridged the anthologies The Poetry of the 

Negro and The Book of Negro Folklore, and wrote a highly praised autobiography, The Big Sea 

http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/book/weary-blues
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(Knopf, 1940), and co-wrote the play Mule Bone (HarperCollins, 1991) Langston Hughes died of 

prostate cancer in May 22, 1967, in New York City. 

 

List of Difficult Words: 

sprung: to rise 

‗member: a member 

Bucks: rupees 

fix up: renovate 

gonna: short form of ‗going to‘ 

eviction: exile 

heat: high temperature 

ain’t gonna: short form of I am not going to  

overturn: turn over 

copper: police force 

patrol: to gaurd 

Precinct station: a unit of Police  

cell: prison       

Brief Outline: 

            The poem ―Ballad of the Landlord‖ describes an argument between a black tenant living 

probably in the ghetto of a city, USA, and his landlord. The tenant reminds the landlord of his 

problems of maintenance like leaky roof and broken steps. The landlord neglected the tenant's 

problems and tells him his ten-dollar rental fee is unpaid. This response causes angers the tenant, 

so he rejected to pay until the landlord solves the problem house. Instantly, the landlord threatens 
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to expel him, turn off the heat, and throw out all of his furnishings into the street, if he doesn't 

pay the rental fee. Reaction reforms into one threat deserves other, the tenant also threatens the 

landlord with a blow and shut him up. The landlord calls the police force because of the tenant's 

threat. The news channel misrepresents this event and portrays the poor tenant (and not the 

landlord) as the provoker. The tenant is under arrest and jailed, devoid of bail, for 90 days.  

     The poem "Ballad of the Landlord" was written by the poet is the tale of an encounter 

between a landlord and his tenant. The ballad is an imaginary exchange of a dialogue that is of a 

black tenant and his white landlord. The white landlord has been exploiting his black tenant for a 

long span of time. Poem satirizes the discrimination meted out to the poor marginalized black 

civilian by the white people in New York at Harlem. The expression of the poem is noticeably 

new and it goes directly to the heart of the audience.  

Questions: 

a)  Answer the following questions in about 100 words in each: 

1.  If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would it be and why? 

2. What is your opinion about the racial discrimination which is mentioned in the poem 

―Ballad of The Landlord‖? 

3. What are the complaints of the tenant? 

4. Write about the qualities of the Landlord. 

5. Explain the importance of the title of the Poem ―Ballad of The Landlord‖.  

6. What is your earliest experience of travelling as compared to the tenant‘s in poem? 

7. Write a note on the beginning of the poem. 

8. What are the consequences of the complaints by the tenant?  

b)  Answer the following questions in about 150 words in each:  

1. What is in your opinion the bad factor about Racial or Social discrimination as mentioned 

in the poem Ballad of The Landlord? 

2. If you could re-arrange the society what would your preferences about racial 

discrimination be as mentioned in the poem? 

3. Write a brief note on character sketch of Landlord. 

4. Discuss in detail with the fine usage of repeated words or sentences in the poem. 
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5. Explain the importance the opening conversation of Landlord and the tenant. 

6. How would you define Social discrimination or racial discrimination in your words? 

c) Reference to Context  

1. Ten Bucks you say I owe you? 

Ten Bucks you say is due?  

Well, that‘s Ten Bucks more‘n I‘ll pay you  

Till you fix this house up new.  

 

2. You talking high and mighty. 

Talk on-till you get through. 

You ain‘t gonna be able to say a word  

If I land my fist on you. 

3. Police! Police! 

Come and get this man! 

He‘s trying to ruin the government 

And overturn the land! 

4. Man threatens landlord 

Tenant held no bail 

Judge gives negro 90 days in county jail! 
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One Act Plays 

 

1 : Lithuania 

- Rupert Brooke 

 

RUPERT BROOKE  

Rupert Brooke(1887-1915) is a promising English poet who died young in World War I. 

Brooke's best-known work is the sonnet sequence 1914 and Other Poems (1915), containing the 

famous 'The Soldier.'  A man born with a very charming personality, he was born in Rugby, 

Warwickshire where he attended the local school. He started writing poetry while at school. He 

then gained entry into King's College, Cambridge where he became a Fellow in 1912. He 

travelled extensively and wrote many travel letters for the 'Westminster Gazette', London (1912-

13). It was in Germany during his travels, that he wrote the one-act play Lithuania. It was later 

published posthumously in 1935. 

At the beginning of the First World War in 1914, he was assigned to the Royal Naval Volunteer 

Reserve. He saw action at Antwerp which inspired the writing of five passionately patriotic 

sonnets, the last of them being The Soldier. He was at the height of his fame when he died during 

the war aged twenty-seven.  

Poets have always glorified war, and Brooke followed the tradition, and sacrificed himself in this 

effort. His death made him the hero of the first phase of the war and a canonized symbol of all 

the gifted young people destroyed by the conflict. 
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List of Difficult Words: 

gloomy: dull, dismal 

shrivel: wither, wrinkle 

dresser: a piece of wooden furniture with shelves on top and cupboards below, usually meant for 

cups, plates etc. 

benighted: overtaken by night 

hysterically: out of control, in frenzy 

agitation: trouble, worry 

savagely: terribly, viciously 

vodka: alcoholic drink  

queer: strange, odd 

fumbling: searching for something, groping 

kopeks: a Russian coin, one hundredth of a rouble 

stink: emit a foul smell, reek 

irresolutely: indecisively 

agape: mouth opened wider in surprise or shock, amazed 

grinning: showing teeth, smiling widely 

snared: arrested, caught (here), trapped  

cease: stop, finish or end 

Brief Outline: 

       The story shows the home of a poor family living in a valley of-LITHUANIA, an 

agricultural country under Russian rule. When the story begins, a rich stranger arrives in their 

midst for a nights rest at this poor family, the father not being home, the mother and the daughter 

allow him to stay. When asked about her son, the mother tells the stranger that he had run away 
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when he was about thirteen and that she is not sure whether she will welcome him if he ever 

comes back. When the father returns, the stranger reveals that he has a lot money and gold watch 

with him and he shows it before going to bed. This flashing of wealth in the face of the poor 

family actually drives him to his tragic death. 

            The family has suffered under prolonged spell of poverty and misery. The stranger‘s 

wealth triggers uncontrollable greed in the poverty stricken family. The parents and the daughter 

conspire to rob him of his valuables and kill him in his bed. They justify their decision to him by 

taking him for a thief. The father goes with a knife but is not courageous enough to kill the man. 

He wants to drink before killing him. He goes out for a drink and does not return for an hour. 

Meanwhile, the mother and the daughter are tired of waiting for him. The daughter takes an axe 

and kills the stranger ruthlessly with the help of her mother.  

             Things are clearly understood only after the arrival of the vodka-keeper and his son, who 

bring the father home. The shop keeper reveals that the stranger was the son of the family who 

had run away from home. He had now come back to share the wealth he had accumulated. 

However, he wished to keep his identity a secret until the following day. He wanted to give them 

the most pleasant and exciting surprise of their lives. This shocking revelation leaves the mother 

in regret and suffering. She said. ―He kept saying MOTHER MOTHER………‖. 

               It is a touching tale of poverty and crime, deception and death. Rupert Brooke gradually 

reveals the reality in a melodramatic way. The play is engaging and interesting as it retains the 

mystery and suspense till the end. 

List of Questions: 

a) Answer in 100 words: 

1. What story does the stranger tell the family?  

2. Why does the stranger make a show of his wealth? How would you analyze his character 

from his actions? 

3. Describe the reactions of all the family members on learning the truth. 

4. Comment on the Bring out the element of suspense and irony in element of pathos in the 

story. 

5. What is the significance of the title of the play? 

 

b) Answer in 150 words: 

1. Why does the family decide to rob and kill the stranger? How is their plan executed? 
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2. Comment on the significance of the ending of the play. How does it bring about a change 

in the lives of the family forever? 

 

 

2 : Swansong 

ANTON CHEKHOV 

 

ANTON CHEKHOV  

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (1860-1904), Born in Taganrog in Russia, a major Russian 

playwright and a master of the modern era‘s short story. He was a literary artist of laconic 

exactitude and probed below the surface of life, laying bare the secret motives of his characters. 

Chekhov‘s best plays and short stories lack complex plots and neat solutions. Concentrating on 

apparent trivialities, they create a special kind of atmosphere, sometimes termed haunting or 

lyrical. Chekhov described the Russian life of his time using a deceptively simple technique 

devoid of obtrusive literary devices, and he is regarded as the outstanding representative of the 

late 19th-century Russian realist school. His first story published in a Moscow paper in 1880, 

and later after he secured a position with numerous of the minor periodicals. His stories, though 

often based on themes intensely tragic, are penetrated by the light and subtle satire. He was a 

well known humorist. His sympathy with suffering often brought his laughter near to tears. His 

award list can be enlisted as follows : Pushkin Prize, Division of Russian Language and Letters 

of the Academy of Sciences, 1888, for collection of stories, V sumerkakh (In the Twilight); 

elected Honorary Academician of the Pushkin Section of Belle Letters of the Academy of 

Sciences, 1899; awarded Order of St. Stanislav for work in the cause of national education, 1899; 
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Griboedov Prize, Society of Dramatic Writers and Opera Composers, for Tri syostry: Drama v 

chetyryokh deystviyakh (The Three Sisters: A Drama in Four Acts). 

List of Difficult Words: 

swan song: the final performance. 

dodderer: an old and weak person 

scoundrel: a dishonest person 

brag: to talk arrogantly 

dregs: remains 

mummy: a dead body, preserved wrapped it in a cloth, especially in ancient Egypt  

profane: secular 

gruesome: ghastly 

artillery: heavy weapons 

enraptured: enchant 

delusion: false impression  

Merry Andrews: the label for a comedian 

Pushkin: Alexander Pushkin, Russian famous writer of the 19th century and originator of 

contemporary Russian literature 

Boris Godunoff: Pushkin‘s tragic drama 

cataracts: cascade  

hurricane: storm 

encore: a call for recurrence of a presentation 

King Lear/ Othello/ Hamlet: well-known tragic dramas by Shakespeare 

Fortinbras: ruler of Norway  
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Brief Outline: 

The title of this one act play is a metaphorical idiom for a final motion, effort, or presentation 

given before death and sequestration. ‗The Swan Song‘ the story deals with an aging actor who 

reminisces about his past and the roles he‘s performed. The part takes a tragic look at objective 

and the sacrifice that must be observed in order to thrive. Anton Chekhov‘s capability is to detain 

and to discover human behavior. Svietlovidoff is the central character of the play. Svietlovidoff 

is a stage performer and now he is aged and sixty-eight years old. As a performer he spent more 

than forty-five years. Later on we find the old actor lonely in the drunken condition at the 

theater. The spectators and other performers have already left the stage. Now time has changed, 

old aged actor is homeless, has no family. So, he regrets over his past life and in present, he is 

miserable as far as his condition is concerned. Nikita comes to cheer up and shows compassion 

to Svietlovidoff. Svietlovidoff has devoted his life since a long span of time for the sake of 

entertainment of the audience. But at this stage he has facing meaninglessness and 

disappointment. Many of the times he explains that he is helpless. This remarkable comment 

represents his desolation and disappointment of old performer. While reaching at his acting 

career at the climax it happened that a magnificent young rich lady appreciated him. He also 

proposed to get married and live a happy marital life forever but she recommended him to leave 

the stage permanently. The reason behind it was that she could love a performer but not the 

actor‘s intelligence, and she considered acting was a low profile profession and the performers 

were not considered competent for marriage. They are meant for the entertainment especially for 

the aristocrat. But now old aged actor is in really excruciating condition. He is homeless and no 

one is there to take care of him. At this stage he realizes that everyone in his life used him as a 

play thing or a woman with low status. Finally he decides to leave his profession permanently 

and with the help of Nikita he leaves his acting. It is his departure that gives us the idea of his 

swansong.   
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List of Questions: 

   a) Answer the following questions in about 100 words in each: 

1. What is the ending of the one act play suggests about SWANSONG? 

2. Write a note on setting of one act play. 

3. Explain the role of Time element in the life of Svietlovidoff? 

4. Discuss in detail the miserable condition of an old performer. 

5. Comment on the role of Nikita in old aged actors supporters. 

6. Explain writer‘s wit to represents the pathos through the old actor. 

7. What do you think about the policies and benefits are provided by government in the 

recent era especially for old aged actors? 

b) Answer the following questions in about 150 words in each: 

1.  Which would be your ideal profession and why? Give detailed explanation with 

reference to Swansong. 

2. What is the most embarrassing thing you have seen in Swansong? What happens later? 

3. Write about the qualities of Svietlovidoff? 

4. Explain the role of pathos in the story Swansong. 

5. Which thing you most probably found attractive as far as writer‘s wit is concern? 

6. Are you happy with the ending of the one act play? What would be its end if you plan to 

frame out the story? 
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Language Studied – II 

 

 

1. Aspects of Language and Branches of Linguistics - Refer to the textbook 

 

Answer the questions in 100 words each. 

1. What do you understand by the term 'phonetics'? How many branches does it 

have? 

2. What is the difference between phonetic and phonology? 

3. What is the morpheme? Give examples to substantiate your answer? What do you 

think is common between a phoneme and a morpheme?  

4. What should the rule of syntax be capable of answering?  Do you think these rules 

apply only to English or to all language? 

5. What aspect of language does semantics examine? 
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2. Introduction to the Sounds of English - Refer to the textbook 

 

 

Answer the questions in 100 words each. 

1- Explain the uses of transcription in brief. 

2- Define an explain the concept of phoneme in your own words. 

3- Explain the concept and types of syllable briefly.  

4- How do American and British English differ from each other in their pronunciation. 

5- Write a brief note on British Received Pronunciation. 

6- What do you understand by the term 'General Indian English‘? 

7- What is the peculiarities Indian English phonology? 
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                                                        Thank You 

 

 

 


